
Agenda Item 09c 
KENSINGTON FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

DATE: September 18, 2024 

TO: Board of Directors 

RE: Wildland Vegetation Management 

SUBMITTED BY: Mary Morris-Mayorga, General Manager 

Recommended Action 

This item is provided for information only. 

Background 

At the August 21, 2024 Board of Directors meeting, there was a question on the nature of the 
expenditure of $4,000 to Teo Carlone for Wildland Vegetation Management which I explained as 
weed abatement for the Kensington Interface with East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD).  The 
question also came up during the Finance Committee Meeting on August 27th and was incorrectly 
described as clearing on Kensington Paths which is not the case. 

In getting more clarity on the area, I received additional information from Fire Marshall, Chase 
Beckman.  Historically, the District held a right of way agreement with EBRPD to perform vegetation 
management.  The areas that receive vegetation treatment are EBRPD property and could be 
considered interface with Kensington.  The initial action was taken due to citizen complaint and the 
need to abate; therefore, the Board at that time ultimately determined to complete the work which 
has remained as an assignment.  The District has expended funds on interface management since 
at least FY 2009-10 and potentially back further according to fire staff. 

The 2019 California Fire Code (adopted in its entirety by the City of El Cerrito Fire Department) 
Sections that apply in these areas are Chapter 3- General Requirements, Section 304, (304.1- 
304.1.2) and Chapter 49-Requirements for Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Areas, Sections 4901.1-
4907.1. 

Fiscal Impact 

Funds are currently included in the budget for this activity; however, if the Board does not wish to 
continue the program we will remove it going forward. 

Attachments: 

Teo Carlone Invoice 

California Fire Code: 

Chapter 3- General Requirements, Section 304, (304.1- 304.1.2) 

Chapter 49-Requirements for Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Areas, Sections 4901.1-4907.1. 



FIRE SAFTEY CLEARING. June 1, 2024

510-541-2130

Invoice # 46722-1 
To: Kensington Fire Protection District 

217 Arlington Ave. Kensington, 
CA. 94707 

Work done: weed abatement, brush
control 

-Purdue Meadow
-Area on Kenyon Ct. Open areas next to
bridge behind houses on Los Altos 

-Kensington Rd. trailhead

Total Due........$4000 
Please make check payable to: 

Teo Carlone 

1224 Masonic Ave. 

Berkeley, CA. 94706 

Thanks.

Approved 06/25/2024 M Morris-Mayorga
Paid $4,000.00 by Mechanics Bank Bill Pay Online
Budget Item = "Wildland Vegetation Management"





(7) Vegetation around all applicable buildings and structures shall be maintained in accordance with the following laws and regulations:

(A) Public Resources Code Section 4291. 

(B) California Code of Regulations Title 14 - Natural Resources, Division 1.5 - Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, "General Guideline to 

Create Defensible Space." 

(C) California Government Code Section 51182.

(0) California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 9.
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1. New trees shall be planted and maintained so that the tree's drip line at maturity is a minimum of 10 feet (3048 mm) from any combustible structure.

2. The horizontal distance between crowns of new trees and crowns of adjacent trees shall not be less than 1 O feet (3048 mm).

3. Existing trees shall be trimmed to provide a minimum separation of 10 feet (3048 mm) away from chimney and stovepipe outlets per Title 14, Section

1299.03.

4906.4.2.1 Non-Fire-Resistant Vegetation 

New trees not classified as fire-resistant vegetation, such as conifers, palms, pepper trees and eucalyptus species, shall be permitted provided the 

tree is planted and maintained so that the tree's drip line at maturity is a minimum 30 feet (9144 mm) from any combustible structure. 

Section 4907 Defensible Space 

4907.1 General 

Hazardous vegetation and fuels shall be managed to reduce the severity of potential exterior wildfire exposure to buildings and to reduce the risk of fire 

spreading to buildings as required by applicable laws and regulations. 

Defensible space will be managed around all buildings and structures in State Responsibility Areas (SRA) as required in Public Resources Code 4291. 

4907.2 Application 

Buildings and structures located in the following areas shall maintain the required hazardous vegetation and fuel management: 

1. All unincorporated lands designated by the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection as a State Responsibility Area (SRA).

2. Land designated as a Very High Fire Hazard Severity lone by the Director.

3. Land designated in ordinance by local agencies as a Very High Fire Hazard Severity lone pursuant to Government Code Section 51179.

4907.3 Requirements 

Hazardous vegetation and fuels around all buildings and structures shall be maintained in accordance with the following laws and regulations: 

1. Public Resources Code, Section 4291.

2. California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 1.5, Chapter 7, Subchapter 3, Article 3, Section 1299. 03.

3. California Government Code, Section 51182.

4. California Code of Regulations, Title 19, Division 1, Chapter 7, Subchapter 1, Section 3.07.
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