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DATE: September 11, 2024 

TO: Mary Morris-Mayorga: General Manager 

FROM: Eric Saylors: Fire Chief   

RE: Fire Chief's Report for the September 2024 Fire District Board Meeting 

Operations 
August 22, Engine 51 C shift (Capt/Paramedic Ciappara, Engineer 
Clarine, and FF Vernarecci) prevented a grass fire from spreading 
into a local motel on San Pablo Avenue. Grass fires consist of light 
and flashy fuels that can quickly spread into nearby structures. A 
rapid response and attack are required to keep fires from spreading 
into buildings' eves and roof vents. E51 arrived on the scene and 
applied the correct tactics to hold the fire to the hillside and ensure it 
was entirely out before leaving.  

On August 12, The CHP Helicopter (H-30) responded with 
Kensington-El Cerrito Fire, Berkeley Fire, Moraga-Orinda, and East 
Bay Regional Parks to a report of a teenager down on a trail in 
Wildcat Canyon. En route, H-30 pick up Captain Wade and flew to 
the scene where the hiker was prepped for a hoist rescue. H-30 
hoisted Captain Wade and the hiker to a waiting ambulance for 
transport to a local hospital. Victims in Wildcat Canyon are 
especially hard to reach due to the lack of roads and frequently 
require a helicopter. El Cerrito/Kensington Fire Department 
maintains a group of specially trained firefighters to work off the 
helicopter and move the victims to an area where ambulances can 
reach. This was the 86th rescue for H-30 in 2024. 
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Training 

On August 21, C shift's Chief Torres and Engine 52 (Acting Captain 
Michalek, Engineer Clarine, and Firefighter Vernarecci) participated in a 
west county drill depicting a commercial structure fire. Crews from Contra 
Costa County Fire District, Richmond Fire, and Rodeo-Hercules Fire also 
participated in the drill. During the drill, Engine 52 assisted with performing 
a fire attack and search, finding two simulated victims. Once the victims 
were removed, E52 was reassigned to rescue a trapped firefighter in the 
building. Commercial building fires are especially dangerous for firefighters 
and are a constant threat to life. Our fighter's first priority is rescuing 
civilians, but they are also always ready to go back into the building to 
rescue one of our own. 

 
On August 20, the El Cerrito-Kensington C shift crews, led by Chief Torres, 
practiced a large area search and victim recovery in a downslope home in El 
Cerrito. Downslope homes are two-story homes built on a hillside, and the 
front door is on the second floor. Downslope homes offer challenges to 
occupants and firefighters during a fire as all the heat, smoke, and flames are 
drawn to the front door once it is opened. Firefighters have to implement 
unique tactics in these homes to get occupants out alive while surviving the 
fire attack and search themselves. Our fire crews pride themselves on being 
downslope home experts and are always looking to improve their skills.  
 

Public Outreach 
 
The El Cerrito-Kensington Fire Department is accepting registration for CERT classes 
that begin on October 2, 2024. The registration form can be found at https://www.el-
cerrito.org/577/Register-for-Classes 
Classes are filling up fast, so please register ASAP. 

 
In August, Chief Saylors submitted an article in the Kensington Outlook 
outlining the current insurance crisis in California and its impact on the local 
region. The article explains how the Insurance Service Office (ISO) scores fire 
departments and the impact on insurance coverage, including the city of El 
Cerrito’s efforts to score an ISO rating of 1. The article concludes with the 
importance of maintaining positive relationships with all neighboring agencies 
and the fire chiefs' continued effort to keep public safety number one. Currently, 
the fire chiefs in California are watching public disputes such as the one in the 
city of Placentia and doing everything they can to avoid public safety suffering 
from pollical fallout. 
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