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KENSINGTON FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
 
DATE: January 23, 2025 

TO: Emergency Preparedness Committee 

RE: Community Wildfire Defense Grant Projects 

SUBMITTED BY: Mary A. Morris-Mayorga, General Manager 

 
 

Recommended Action 

This item is for information and input from the EPC. 
 
Background 

The Community Wildfire Defense Grant 2024 (FY25) West is open for applications and staff is in 
the process of identifying eligible projects to apply for funding.  This program is authorized in 
Public Law 117-58, Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, commonly referred to as the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) with two primary project types for which the grant provides 
funding:  
 

 The development and revision of Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP)  
 The implementation of projects described in a CWPP that is less than ten years old 

 
The El Cerrito - Kensington  Wildfire Action Plan was developed in 2017 so projects included 
would qualify for this grant; relevant pages are attached for reference. 
 
Fiscal Impact 

There is no substantial fiscal impact outside of staff time for development of the Volunteer Policy. 
 
 
Attachments: Draft Project Narrative 
 El Cerrito - Kensington Wildfire Action Plan (reference pages) 
 



Community Wildfire Defense Grant 2024 (FY25) West 
Project Description 
Hire private contractors (and CDC crews?) to maintain and enhance defensible space areas on public land 
and between natural areas and neighborhoods as funding allows. 

Project Introduction 
This project is described in a CWPP that is less than ten years old. The project aligns with the 2017 Contra 
Costa County CWPP. CWPP alignment is described in detail in the project justification. 

Project Justification 
Due to the number and density of homes built in the high fire hazard zone and changes in the 
natural fire-cycle, Kensington has areas of highly flammable structures amongst an over-accumulation of 
flammable vegetation. This massive fuel load of homes and vegetation in the area’s steep topography makes 
fires very diƯicult to contain. In addition, non-native and invasive weedy vegetation has replaced the more fire 
resistive and ecologically stable native 
species in many places, adding to the threat. 

Years of drought and associated pests and disease have increased tree mortality. The Contra 
Costa County region has seen a decline in tree health due to drought, pine beetles and Sudden 
Oak Death. Ongoing tree mortality assessments will provide additional information on declining 
conditions. 

The wildland urban interface (WUI) is defined as an area in which wildlands and communities are suƯiciently 
close to each other to present a credible risk of fire spreading from one to the other. Nationally, the WUI has 
gained increasing importance as more Americans build homes in rural settings adjacent to public lands. 

The housing density and geography of Kensington are such that most of the developed areas not only border 
WUI areas, but also include conditions within the urbanized areas that can fuel wildfires. The two communities 
include locations considered “Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones” and are at significant risk for loss of life 
and property if a fire were to occur on a normal or extreme weather day. For the purposes of this plan, the CAL 
FIRE Fire Hazard Severity maps were used as a starting point to determine where significant fire hazards exits 
both in the wildland and urban areas. Both El Cerrito and Kensington and the adjacent EBRPD parklands have 
been identified as at significant risk from wildfire. 

Another factor that has been assessed is fire weather or periods of “Diablo winds” that bring low relative 
humidity and higher temperatures. Alameda and Contra Costa Counties have 11 remote automated weather 
stations (RAWS) that provide localized information on the weather. Many fire departments also take local 
weather readings to supplement these regional 
data. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association’s National Weather Service also provides “red flag 
warnings” and “Fire Weather Watch” of periods of high fire danger. www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/cafw/ 

The CAL FIRE statewide hazard assessment maps have served as the basis for much of the 
analysis in Contra Costa County. Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones for State Responsibility 
Areas (SRA) and Local Responsibility Areas (LRA) are identified on these maps based on: 
• Flame length modeled based on vegetation, topography and weather.
• Crown fire potential, ember production and ember movement
• Likelihood of burning based on fire history and other factors.3
The hills portion of El Cerrito (see detailed map in Appendix) and all of Kensington were identified as very high
wildfire hazard severity zones, as well as the adjacent EBRPD lands.



 

 

The unincorporated community of Kensington has a population of 5,077 and 2,199 households all of which are 
located within the very high fire hazard severity zone.4 Of particular concern are those who for whatever 
reason would not be able to leave during an evacuation without assistance. 
 

 
 
Project Objectives 
The prime objective of the Hazardous Fuel Management Project is reduction of hazardous fuels that, if left 
untreated, would generate high intensity burning adjacent to structures or communities at risk, or produce 
large quantities of airborne burning embers that would carry into communities or other important resources. 
More specifically, the objectives are: 
 reduce hazards along strategic emergency access and evacuation routes, 

or other critical infrastructure; 
 include vegetation modification treatments that will reduce the threat of unacceptable impacts of high 

intensity fire to high value ecosystems, sensitive watersheds and high concentration recreation areas, 
including regional parklands or state lands. 

 
Project Time/Schedule 
 
 
Project Budget 
Administrative/fire oversight? Quotes? 
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